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beyond his years. "What'I saw/' he says, "I
saw aright77; but the slow-witted boy seemed to
advance no further than he was led; and, to make
matters worse, he suffered from an incredible de-
fect of memory. Roger Ascham, a teacher of ex-
perience, has observed that tough and tardy wits
are not the worst.

The judgment of Pierre Eyquem's friends and
neighbours was adverse to his experiment in edu-
cation, and the good man yielded to public opin-
ion. At the age of six years Michel was sent to
the College of Guyenne, then a celebrated school,
presided over by distinguished teachers. The prin-
cipal, Andre de Gouvea, had come from the Col-
lege of Sainte-Barbe in Paris, in the year 1534,
bringing with him a staff of eminent professors.
It was essentially a grammar school, having as its
special, though not its exclusive, object the study
of Latin. The course extended over seven years
or upwards, beginning with the elements of gram-
mar, and rising at the close to the study of ancient
history and that of rhetoric, with declamations in
the Latin tongue. Greek was reserved for schol-
ars of the more advanced classes. Cicero, and
again Cicero, was for all scholars the staple com-
modity, after the milk for babes had been thor-
oughly assimilated. But this perpetual Cicero-
ising was tempered by plays of Terence, and by
portions of Ovid and Virgil. In consideration of

27 partly by the fact that the scholar was nat-
